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: And behold Boaz, came e from Beth- 
_ lehem,/ and 11d:unto the Reapers, 


the Lord be 7 a; and the) an. 


* 7 pe FEE $I 
bin, ord bleſs thee. 
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HE Great? 60D, who: ap- 


| pointed the Moon for Sea- 
= © fons, and cauſeth the Sun to 


know his going down, who 


Fd created Summer and Winter, 
. 1 Harveſt, hath 


9 


e * bis : 2 Providence 
= | An PL t 6; 


0 


the Husbandman waiteth patiently for, in 


Hopes that the precious Fruits of the Earth 
he ſhall then reap, will amply reward him 


for the Charge, Labour, and Fatigue, he 


hath been at throughout the former Part of 
the Year; and bleſſed be God for the agree- 
able Proſpect of a large Increaſe. Our hea- 
venly Father hath crowned theYear with his 
Goodneſs, and cauſeth his Paths to drop their 
Fatneſs round about us. It becomes us with 
grateful Hearts to take notice of the Over- 
flowings of the Divine Bounty, and ſtudy to 
make ſome ſuitable Return. 'To dire& you 


in ſo doing, I have choſen the Words juſt | 


read. 


This ſhort Hiſtory ſeems penn'd and pre- 


ferv'd to us, with a double Deſign. 


Firſt, That we may carefully trace the 
Steps of Providence, ſee how converſant tis 
about our private Concerns, and be taught 


that theſe Events, that are to us moſt caſu- 


al, are order'd by the Fore-knowledge and 


Counſel of an infinitely Wiſe GOD. © 


Y e 
r 


Sr Dns 


D 8 
8 


 Scondly, To lead us to Chriſt, who de- 
ſcended from Ruth; Part of whoſe Genealo- 
gy concludes the Book. The two principal 
Parties upon whom the Hiſtory turns, are 
Boas, and Ruth ; of the fitſt of theſe my 


Text ſpeaks, And behold Boaz came fromm 
EEE EX, + Beth- | 


5 


Bethlehem, &c. The firſt Verſe of this Chap- 


ter remarks, that he was of the Family of li- 


melech; that is, my God 5s King; a pious 


Family among the Fews, who bore this 
Name: It was a Cuſtom among that People, 
for godly Parents to give Names, to their 
Children ſignificant: of what they ought to 
be and do. Boas was Grandſon of Nahſbon, 
Prince of the Tribe of udah in the Wilder- 


neſs, a mighty Man of Wealth; and as 
the Wealth of thoſe early Ages conſiſted 


chiefly in Corn and Cattle, this Chapter 


introduces him inſpecting his rural Affairs. 


| af This mighty Man of Wealth did not think 


proper to leave the Management of his Con- 
cerns intirely to his Steward, but makes a Vi- 
ſit to his numerous Train of Servants in his 


own Perſon; well knowing that he who 


wholly leaves his Buſineſs to others, is in Dan- 


ger of having it done by Halves. As the di- 
ligent Hand maketh rich, ſo doth the watch- 


ful Eye too. His Viſits tended alſo to incou- 
rage his Servants, as well as promote his own 
Intereſt. Since ſo great a Man would ſo far 
countenance them as to afford them his Pre- 


ſence, their Work would go forward the 
more chearfully. If any Difference had hap- 


en d between the Labourers, it might now 
be adjuſtedin a friendly Manner, and Peace 
and good Order reſtor'd among them. But 


we hear nothing of this, and charitably hope 


K 3 that 


0 5 ) 

that the Servants of ſo excellent a Maſtet 
as Boas underſtood. themſelves. and Ro | 
Duty better, than to n aud en one 
another. . ; 06 Lit a 


As ſoon as Boas, \ was come int thi Field, 
he doth not fall a rateing them for a Pack'of 
pain idle Fellows, and wonder what th 

ad been doing of all this while; nor thi 


that a Maſter muſt find fault with ſome- | 


thing or other, though never ſo well done, 


in Order to ſhew his Authority ; but be. 
gins his Diſcourſe with a kind and pious F 


Salutation, he Lord be with you; a ſhort, 


but very. comptehenſive Prayer; it takes i in | 


vo. needful Bleſkngs: for both Worlds. 8409 


Theſe Nerd Expretedhs, The \ ine be HE | | 
Jou, and The Lord bleſs thee, are Phraſes of | 


the ſame Signification ; for God to be with | * 


usina Way of Grace and Mercy, is for him | 
to bleſs us. There is a Senſe indeed in 
which God cannot but be with us, he is eſ- 


ſentially preſent with all his Creatures, | 


Fer. xxiii. 24. Can any hide W in ſecret | 
Places that T fhall not ſee him? Do I not. fill | 


Heaven and Earth, faith the Lord? doubt- | 


leſs I do; but the Manifeſtations of his gra- 


cious Preſence is what we: deſire for our q 


ſelves, or our Friends, when we Pray, The | 


Lord be with you. In the Caſe before us, 
the Petition includes a pious Wiſh, that God 


would 4 


4 Jevil 


40 


3 would . . Show. that Health and 
Streng 

: througl 

: Work is hard Work, 


h which wa: 
their toi — Labo 
and requites a good 
+ Conſtitution of Body to go through it Sith 
1 Pleaſure : Viva Prayer that Almighty God, 
would pteſerve the 

Accidents which W ay-lay. poor Mortals 
| in, every. Place, and which the, Wor they, 
were engag d in might more eſpecially. ex- 
pale them to: The Lord be with vou, 1 5 
is, give you a Senſe of his pardoning re 


ul to car them 


| and Grace, and as a 0 8 of that, f 


a peaceful Serenity, and holy Triumph X 
E 
br thee ; that 1 is, Maſter, ' we return You. 


7 hearty thanks for your kind and pious Wiſh 4 


. may God return the Favour we have receiy 


| from you into your Boſome, and render 


our Labour ſerviceable for that End; may 
I q «ll deſirable Proſperity attend vou. From 


the Words be pleaſed to obſerve ; 3 


- Firſt, Their en upon the 
Pie Providence for Succeſs, + 


* Secondly „The happyAgreement, 2 a | 


1 there was 


between, ane and 


an. | 4 och 


* 


And they anſwer'd him, Zhe Lord 


, ; 8 . * yy 
This 4. 
' - alto 
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Ear? Their Care to maintain an 1 holy 


y Im 


ah Pp. = . ; 7 


nent. 5 | 


% 
3 9 i * 
* 


of the Pſalmiſt; in Pſalm exxvii. 31 and 32 
Verſes, Except the Lord build the Houle, 


Lord keep" the City, the Watchmen waketh but 
in ain: I gain for you to riſe up early 
3 ve up latt, and to eat the Bread of H. 
ö rows. © "Every Creature is that to us, and no 
more, which God makes it to be: The 
| building of a material Houſe, a Political, or 
1 Saered one, all depend on the Divine Bleſſing. 
In a Family, the Maſter of it may be a dili. 
Net pain- taking Man, riſe up early, purſue 
his Imployment all the Day long, fare hard 


| _ lity y, and Ingenuity avail little in the End; 


ſtanding, prudent in the Management of 
' worldly Affairs, Zecl. ix. 11. I turned and 
Jae under the Sun, that the Race is not to the 
Swift, nor the Bartie to the Woge nor Bread 

710 


g lee Heaven in the migft 15 their 


I TY Their Joins Dephnilatcs upon Di- 
vine Providence: for Suecefs: Me Lord be 
with you ; and they anſwer ( him, the Lord 
bleſs. hee Unleſs the God of Heaven proſper 
your Endeavours, the Preſence and Ineou- 
ragement of me your carthly Maſter will be 
of little Avail. The Words. ſpeak the Senſe | 


they labour in vain that build it; except the 


too, eat the Bread of Sorrow, live in a poor 
mean Manner, and yet his Diligence, Fruga- 


add hereto, that he may be a Man of Under- 1 


Py 21 3 


J ² ˙ ̃¹üW̃ ˙wul. od oe: ß ̃]²—“wun 7 EE . 


fw... ͤ ß Co. 


Wiſe, and Ric 


” * > } F 
( 9 : | 


to the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Under- 


ir eng, nor Feb, to Men of Shill, bur 
Lime and Chance happeneth to them all. 


The ſame Obſervation the Wiſeman” here 
makes, every conſiderate Man may make 
both in publick and private Events: The 


|} higheſt and moſt rational Probability. In- 


decd, Pony ſpeaking, Bread is to the 

ches to Men of Underſtanding, 
and Favour to' Men of Skill; but though 
this is a general Rule, tis far from being an 
univerſal one ; 8 "tis a Rule that hath many 
Exceptions. If we look about us, we may | 


ſee ingenious Men, Men of Buſineſs, who ſet 
out fair, and were like in a few Years to make 


a Figure in the Neighbourhood, have on the 
contrary ſtrangely ſunk and dwindÞ'd away; 
a ſecret Blaſt from God hath' been upon 
them, and diſappointed their- flouriſhing 
Expectations, Haggai i. 6, 9. Fe have 


ſown much, and bring in little; ye eat, "but. 
ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not 
filled with Drink; ye cloath you, but there if 


none warm: A ſad Caſe this, and what 
was the Reaſon of it? look into the '9th 


VvVerſe, Saith the Lord of Hoſts, "becauſe 


of mine Houſe which is waſte, and ye run 
every Man to his own Houſe. The buil- 
ding of God's Houſe was Church-Work, 


and that went on (as it generally does) very 


ſlowly: The return'd Captives were fo in- 
ASTD, tent 
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(10) 
tent on building, beautifying, and furniſh: 
ing their own Houſes, that they had no 


\ 


my % 
N * 


Ot 1 


Time, and leſs Inclination to regard God's 
l {\ | 4 4 * 5 . : 59 3 


Houſe. 


9 wr 111 SO NY id Wor; 1 tees | 
; What 4 Train of Providences muſt con: 


cur, from the Ploughing of the Ground for 
the Reception of the Seed, to the ingather: 


ing of the full ripe Corn into the Barn? If . 


God call for à Drought, make the Heaven; 


above as Braſs, and the Earth under us as 


Iron, what a melancholly Caſe. is the poor, 


Husbandman in ? Immoderate Rains -drown 


the. Corn, ſcorching Heats and of long Conti; 


nuance wither it away. When the Seed is, fir ſt 


committed to the Gr ound, Flightsof ſmal ler, 
Birds pick, up the uncover'd Grain; or upon 


the firſt ſprouting, Rooks and other devourin 


Fowls root it up: After this, tis 3 


by noxious Weeds, which ſuck away its 


due Nouriſhment. If by the Care of the vi- 
gilant Husbandman tis free from choaking 


Weeds, the Danger is not over; for while 


blowing in the Ear, Blaſts and Meldew may 


ſmite it, and dry up the Grain while it is 
immature... (See Flavell's ZZusbandry Spiri: 
raalized, Chap. 14.) The Perſons in my 
Text had learn'd to practiſe what David 


turn'd into a Precept long after, P/al. xxxvii, 


Ver. 5. Commit thy Way unto the Lord * 1 
truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. 


The divine Word abounds with Commands, 


chear - 
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chearfully to wait the Diſpoalo? Doe 
* che 'Uſs of op; Means. 

Keb We tab W 5 2 * 
Agreement and good Harmony there was be- 
tween Maſter and Servants, Pſal. exxxili, at 
the Beginning, Babold how good and: pleaſant 
7 is for Brethren tu devell together in Unity; 


2 - jt is ſo ing every Senſe of the Word 28 


1 2 
y 


2 1 
3 d 


whether Natural, Civil, or Religious. 
Maſters would reflect that their _ 
their. meaneſt Servants are their Brethren, de- 
ſcended from the ſame” common Stock and 
Parent with themſelves; and if truly godly, 
equally related to Chriſt the Head, — Heirs 
of the ſame Promiſes ; were this, Iſay, dul 
attended to, there would be more of this blei- 
ſed Harmony in particular Families, and in 
the Chriſtian World. When Perſons treat 
their Inferiors with an haughty Air, and ſpeak 
to them in Terms of Contempt and Re- 
proach, it diſcovers that they neither kriow 
God or themſelves aright. An Inſtance of the 
Affability and Condeſcenſion of this great 
Man e. his Servants, we haye in the 
Third Chapter of this Book; he was himſelf 
preſent at the Harveſt-Feaſt, and eat and 
drank. with them in the Threſhing- Floor; did 
not carry himſelf upon the Reſerve, but par: 
took of the Entertainment in common: AF 
ter Supper was over, and he had been a while 
E * them, we don't find him give 
N 9 : 


(12) 
Order to his Servants to put too, and bring 
the Charriot to the Gate; but to ſhew that he 
did not take State upon him, nor indulge his 
Eaſe, he retir'd to a Corner of the Barn, 
and after committing himſelf to God, (which 
we have Reaſon to believe he did from 
the Character of the Man, and which the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe expreſly aſſerts) he laid 
down upon a Heap of Corn, and compos'd him- 
felf to Reſt.. How great an Influence hath 
the good Harmony of the ſeveral Members of 
the Family upon its Proſperity, both Spiritual 
and Temporal, when each knows his proper 
Work, chearfully performs it, and if either 
Sickneſs or any Thing extraordinary happens, 
readily offers his kind Aſſiſtance, and turns his 
Hand to aſſiſt his Fellow - Servant; when the 
Head of the Houſhold diſcovers in his Words 
and Actions a kind Regard and Concern for 
all his Domeſticks, and the Servants with a 
chearful Air pay him all the Deference and 
Reſpect his Place calls for? Some ſuch Fa- 
milies amongſt my Acquaintance I have the 
Happineſs of knowing, and would to God 
they were all ſuch. That this may be the 
Happineſs of all your Families, read and 
conſider the 191ſt Pſalm, which Mr. Henry 
very properly ſtiles the ZZouſholders Pſalm, 
except the laſt Verſe, and the firſt Clauſe of 
the 5th, which are only applicable to ſu- | 
preme Magiſtrates ; tis a noble Pattern for e- i 
very religious Head of a Family to e a 
2 nim- 


FJ © 000 


Place, and ask 


( 
himſelf, and his Houſe by. The froward 
Heart, the deceitfu] and lying Tongue, theſe 
are the great Make-bates in Families If a 
Perſon who hath any, much more who hath 
all theſe evil Qualities, be receiv:d and enter- 
tain'd in any Houſe, farewell to Harmony 


and Peace there; Strife, Diviſion," and every 


evil Work muſt be expected, as the natural 


Conſequence of ſuch wretched © Inmates. 


Where the Head of a Family behaves him- 
ſelf wiſely in a perfect Way, it will have 
an happy Influence on the inferior Parts of 
it. The ſacred Writers under the Goſpel-Dil- 
penſation, frequently inculcate theſe relative 


Duties, and add this as a Motive to the Per- 


formance of them, that hereby Perſons adorn 
the Doctrine of God their Saviour. It re- 
flects no ſmall Honour upon the Profeſſion we 
make, when we are found diligent in the 
Diſcharge of theſe. It becomes the Maſter 
ſometimes to ſuppoſe himſelf in the Servant's 
is own Heart, Should I be 
caſie to receive the ſame Treatment I give 


a him, were J in his Station? And let the Ser- 


vant put the Queſtion to himſelf, Is my Con- 


4 duct towards my Maſter ſuch as. I. ſnould be 5 


deſirous his ſhould be to me, did we change 


Places? While Jam loitering away my Time, 


1 


ſerving myſelf inſtead of ſerving him, or 
waſting his Commodities, is this doingsss 1 


would be done bye? 
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In the Third Place, We obſerved their Care 
to maintain an holy Intercourſe with Hea- 
ven, in the midſt of their worldly Concerns 
and Employments. Boas ſaid unto the Rea- 
pers, the Lord be with you; and they anſwer- 
ed, the Lord bleſs thee. The Chriſtian 


ſhould every now and then be lifting up his 


Soul to God in the Heavens, and by ſhort 


Ejaculations maintain a praying Frame ; this 


is to fulfill the Apoſtolical Precept in the Firſt 
of the Theſſalonians, 5th Chapter, 47th Verſe, 
Pray without ceaſing. Some Employments 
will afford more Opportunities for. the ſre- 


quent Practice of this kind of Prayer than o- 


thers; the Husbandman's Calling is in this 
reſpe& a happy one, whilſt his Hands are bu- 
ſily imployed in tilling the Ground, or ga- 


thering in the Fruits of it, his Soul may in- 


joy ſweet Communion with the God and Fa- 
ther of Spirits. O that we had more of the 
Divine- Art of Spiritualizing all Occurrences ! 
we ſhould then promote the Intereſt of 'both 
Worlds at once, our Hands diligently. labou- 
ring for the Bread that perifheth, and our 
Souls by Faith feeding upon Chriſt the Bread 
of eternal Life. From what have been ſaid ; 


In the Firſt Place, be perſuaded to acknow- 
ledge God in all your Ways, that he may di- 
rect your Steps; the holy Scriptures abound 

with Precepts of this Nature, many ſweet and 

oY? graci- 
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mitted their Caſe to God, a 


COA 
gracious Encouragements theſe Divine Wri- 
tings afford us in ſo doing, and the conſtant 
Example of the Saints ſnould be a powerful 
Motive to induce us hereunto, Gen. v. 24. 


— 


And Enoch walked with God: What did 


get by it 2 He was Not, Hor God took bien 
Glorious Reward! left upon Record for the 
Encouragement of all thoſe who in after A- 
ges ſhould imitate his Example. That illu- 
ſtrious Catalogue of Old Teſtament Wor- 
thies recorded in Heb. xi. 2 com- 

nd proſpered ac- 
cordingly ; ſubdued. Kingdoms, wrought 


Righteouſneſs, obtain'd the Promiſes,  ftop'd 


the Mouths of Lions, quenched the Vio- 
lence of Fire, G. Though we are not ſin- 

gled out by God for ſuch Exploits as theſe, 

and ſo cannot expect thoſe Aſſiſtances that 
they had, yet we are to eye his Hand, di 
penſing to us every Bleſſing in the ordinary 
Courſe of Things. When we proceed in dur- 
Affairs heedleſs of Divine Providenee, tis ve- 
ry) diſpleaſing to the Almighty, © James iv. 

the 13th and following Veiſes, Go to now, \ 

Ye that ſay to Day or to Morrow-we evi go \ 
into ſuch a City, and continue there a VM, 


and buy, and ſell; and get Gain, &c. Per- 


ſons are too apt to ſpeak with a conſident 
Air, we will do this or that; to make poſi- 
tive Reſolutions, and form Projects for a long 
Time to come, as though all Things were at 
their Diſpoſal, but in the mean- time God is 
not 


626) 
not in all their Thoughts, at whoſe abſolute A t! 
Diſpoſal all our Time and Affairs are. Ma- „ 
ny a well- laid Project hath been ſadly baffled, ſt 
and render'd abortive, by over-looking God fo 
in it. The not regarding the Work of tbe al 


Lord, nor conſidering the Operation of his de 


Hand, is mentioned by the Prophet aiab or 
as a Crime of a very © Nature, for 0 
which God would ſeverely reckon with his 
People, 1/atah, v. 10. When we are moſt poſit: 
bent to have our own Will, whether it 
_ thwarts the Will of God or no, tis ten to 
one but we meet with a Diſappointment ; 
or if God permits us to injoy what our Hearts 
were ſo inordinately ſet upon, we loſe the 
Sweetneſs and Comfort of it, may ſoon be 
convinc'd that it was a Snare to us, and be 
as deſirous to be rid of it, as we were eager | 
to have it. But on the contrary, if you have 
committed your Way to God in Well-doing, 
whatever be the Event, you have provided 
for the Peace and Satisfaction of your own 
Breaſt; and may reſt aſſured, that if (all 
Things conſider d) it be beſt for you to injoy Mai 
ſuch or ſuch a Bleſſing, it ſhall be beſtowd 
upon you; and what wiſe and good Man 
would deſire to have it upon any other 
Terms? II Un 


IF 
( 
: > 


_ Secondly; Let thoſe who have met with | 
Sueceſs in their worldly Affairs give God 1 


— 


r 


an 


ith 
rod 


the | 


(17) 

theGlory of it: If the Lord hath been with 
vou and bleſſed you, O ſtudy to make ſome 
ſuitable Return When your Ground brings 
N plentifully, your Cattle increaſe, and 
all you injoy is multiplied on every Side; 5 
don t aſcribe this to your own Induſtry, Skill, 
or Endeavours, and ſtop there; but look up- 


1 on all as the Gift of God's Bounty, upon the 


4 lot of proper Means. Many of the Heathens 
were remarkable for referring their Succeſs 
to Providence; and it was uſual with them af- 
ter Recovery from Sickneſs, Victory in War, 


b or any other ſignal Deliverance, to make Ac- 
knowledgments to their Gods, and hang up 


3 Memorials of them in their 'L emples : How 
2 will the Conduct of fuch riſe up in Judg- 
ment, and condemn the vile Ingratitude of 
ib nominal Chriſtians ; who, tho' favour'd 
with much higher Advantages of Light and 

Knowledge, have been wholly unmindful of 
Pinus God their conſtant Benefactor? But 
3 need not urge upon ſuch the Example of 
the Heathens, even Brutes themſelves may 
; Tait a Bluſh in the Man who never refers his 
8 proſperous Circumſtances to Divine Provi- 
4 gence; and to theſe the, holy Prophet 

ends ungrateful Tfrael, Jſaiah i. 3. The 

Ox knoweth his ane, and the Aſs hig 
Maſter's Crib; but. ſrael doth. not know, my 
| bi doth not conſider. Take heed of act 
Is 5 ſame Part with the rich Farmer An 
bf B "= 


the Goſpel, Soul ( ſaith he) fake thine Eaſe, © , 
eat, drink, and be merry, thou haft Good? 
laid up for many Years. Fool ! to imagine 
that ſuch Things as theſe could be a ſatis- 7. 
factory Portion for a Soul: He was for giving Go 
a Looſe to Luxury and Pleafure, was tranf- ,z,. 
La 


ported with the Proſpect of many joyful i} x 

Years to come, and conſequently the awful Str 
Sentence God pronounced muſt be the more 44... 
cutting. Tis a general Precept, Let him the 
that glories, glory in the Lord; for every good || ; 
and perfect Gift, whether temporal or ſpiri- 
tual, cometh from Above : And to God the Do- 
nor of it, our thankful Eye ſhould be directed. 
As Duty calls for theſe pious. Acknowledg- « 
ments, fo a juſt Senſe of our own Intereſt Ra 
prompts us to render them. The beſt Me- 
thod we can take to ſecure future Bleſſings, 

is to be duly thankful for, and make a right * 
Improvement of ' preſent Enjoyments. Tis ou 
requir'd of a Steward, that he be found 
faithful; and if his Lord fees him ſo in a little, 
he may probably lodge more and greater Fa- P. 
lents in his Hands. Under the Law, the Ene 
Husbandman was obliged to offer the: firſt it 
Fruits to his God, and then was permitted 0 
to imploy the reſt for the Benefit of himſelf Biſt 
and Family; ſee Deut. xxvi. from the Be- 
ginning to the 12th Verſe: The cloſing Part . 
of the Confeſſion he was to make before he 


| 


the Prieſt, ran in theſe Words, And nos 


(19). 


501d, 1 I'have brought the a rſt Ful of the 
1 hich thou, 0 Lord, haſt given me: 
And thon ſhalt ſet it before rhe Lord and =o 
ne hip before Fehovah thy God An thou 
1 ok in every gvod thing which dog's thy 
ns Cod hath given thee, thou and the Levite, 55 
nf- the Stranger that i, among you. The Fewnſh 
ful 7 Law hath frequent Injunctions to be Kind to 
tu] | Strangers, both to put them in mind that 
ore they were Strangers in Ægypt, and to teach 
them to regard all Mankind a as their Brethren 
00d 5 aaa e 1 


00. Thin ; From giving. God the Glory of 
ted. I our particular Bleſſings, let us take a further 
de. Step, and found | forth the Honour of his 
reſt | ams for publick Bleflings. „ 


4 1 Britain hath not knbwa ter? A 
0 1 Scarcity of Proviſion means for many a Tear; 
Tis our Land hath yielded her annual Increaſe, 
und through a long Succeſſion of Harveſts : God, 
9 even our God hath bleſſed us; he hath Made 
Ta- peace in our Borders, and filled us with the 
the fineſt- Wheat. Our Souls will be affected 
ay with the more lively Senſe of the Divine 

ted Goodgeſs, if we take into Conſideration the 
elf Hifmal State of thoſe Countries where the 
Be. ord hath called for a Famine, (as the Ex- 
part preſſion:is in che Second Book of the Kings, 


fore | fre *th 88 and the mt” Verſe )' or 
Br #2 Where 


notv 
ej 4 


tao) 

, the Luſts and Paſſions of Men hays | Cari 
i been the immediate Inſtruments of bringing Hit 
bel it upon Towns and Cities; to hear the Chil- Ie 
2 drenwith piteous Moans, and pale and mea- 
ger Countenances, asking their Parents for 
their daily Bread; and the ſorrowful Parents 
replying, that they neither had, nor knew I 

how to procure it: To behold the Young | 
and Old fainting for Hunger on the Top of e- FG 
very Street, Parents and Children, Husbanik che 
and Wives, expiring in each others Arms, Ho 
through extream Want and Penury: Ho] Se: 
1 a Spectacle muſt it needs be? hin 
ugh; one would think, not only to make Ea 
my yes run down with Tears, but our very che 
Hearts bleed within us: The. deeper the Mi- I fi 
ſery of ſuch a Caſe is, the higher ſhould our ſte 
_ Gratitude riſe to an Almighty and Gracious | De 
om that bis net our on. 8 fre 
pu 


I C 


0 


i 


> Fourthly, 1 Gul as 83 met with Dis. . 
appointments! and Croſſes, / inquire whether 
the Want of ſeeking the Divine Bleſſing on & 
their Endeaygurs, be not the Ground of pf 
them. Perhaps you underſtand. your Buſineſs Þr: 
as well as another, and have not been wan- 5 
ting in a diligent Proſecution. of it, but ſtill 
you cannot get forward: Ask your own | 5 
Hearts, Have I earneſtly. ſought God for Su& be 
ceſs, and depended upon his Bleſſing? The 
Earth i is the Lord's, and the Fullneſs;theregf, 9 

tis he that diſpenſes to every Man at W 1 
ure: 


| 24: 


ave ſure: But if I have taken no care: to own 
ing Him as the Diſpoſer. of all Events, what 
kil- Wonder if I have met with a Train of Dii- 
1ea- appointments ? It muſt be acknowledged in- 
for deed, under the Goſpel Temporal Promiſes 
ents do not ſo much-abound; as under che Law: 
1ew But generally ſpeaking - the honeſt Endea- 
ung vours of the good Man are fo far qwn'd of 
f &- God, as to procure Neceſſaries, and ſome of 
ands the Accommodations of Life. My Brethren, 
rms, How many uſeful Thoughts may this Harveſt- 
Io Seaſon fuggeſt to à piouſly diſpoſed Mind? To 
de 2? hint at ſome of them: Now I am reaping the 
Jake Ears of Corn, ſhortly this Scene will be 
very changed, and I ſhall be reaped by Death: Am 
Mi- Il fit to be gathered as good Corn into the Ma- 
our Siſter's Barn? I have been watered with the 


ious Dew of Ordinances, have had many a re- 


0 
7 


Ifreſhing Shower fallen round about me, the 
Pun of Righteouſneſs has graciouſly con- 
Dif- {deſcended to ſhine upon me; but, O my Soul, 
ther what Improvement haſt thou made of all 
on Kheſe Privileges? This Seaſon may remind me 
d: of pf the great and univerfal Harveſt, which is 
ſineſs Prawing on apace; the Signs of the laſt 
wan - Times are but too 2 evident in our Day: 
till | Iniquity every where abounds, and the Love 
own of many waxes cold; it may therefore ſhortly 
Suc- be expected that awfull Voice will be heard, 
The Revelations the 14th» Chapter, 15th Verſe. 


regt, I hruſt in thy Sickle, and-reap ; for the Time 1. 


. 
2 


ure: 
1 ? | 


} 


EY 

come for: thee to reap, 'for the Harveſt of the 
Zatth is nipe. And he that ſat on the Cloud, 
thruft in bi, Sickle on the Earth; and tbe 
Earth ma reaped. Methinks each of us 


ſhoald pray, Lord grant that whenever I 


am reaped, it may be in order to be bonnd. 
up in the Bundle of Lü, iſt Book: of Sam. 
25th Chapter, Ver. 29. This Expreſſion the 
F625 underſtood not only of the Lite which 
now is, but of that which is to come, even the 
Happineſs of ſeparate Souls; and frequently 
uſed this Inſeription on their Grave-Stones, 
Here we haue laid the Body, truſting that the 
Soul is hound up in the Bundle of Lafe with the 
Lord oum God. Then an exact Separation 
ſhall be made of the Wheat aud the Chaff, 
the one gathered into the Barn and ſafely 


| Houſed. there, the other burnt up with un- 


quenchable Fire. Both Saints and Sinners 
have here a ripening Time; the Graces of 
the former are inereaſing and ripening into a 
bleſſed Meetneſs and Preparedneſs for Glo- 
ry, and the Luſts and Corruptions of the 
latter are ripening them for endleſs Ruin. 
But before this grand Period arrives, when the 
Earth and all Things in-it ſhall be burnt up, 
the Divine Word gives thee my Soul ground 
to expect a more plentiful Harveſt and In- 
gathering of Souls to Jeſus the Saviour. O 
that in Our Day we could fee the Fields 
white to the Harveſt in this Senſe, that the 
ag poor 
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jo oy 

be | poor ue might again become God's Hus- 
d, bandry, 1 Cor. iii. 9. How many Ages have 
„e | that unhappy People laid uncukivated, un- 
s | manured,, without bringing footh any good 
1 Fruit; theſe were formerly the Inclofure of 
a SGod, a Garden wall'd round about; but 
1. God hath broken down all their Fences, and 
Ee laid waſte, their pleaſant Habitation. A great 
þ Part of the Gentile World alſo remain to be 
1e gathered into Chriſt; tis comparatively but 
y | a ſmall Part of it that profeſs Subjection to 
8, his Goſpel: Chriſtianity, taken in its largoſt 
be Latitude, bears no greater Proportion to- the 
he other falſe Religions, than 5 to 25; (ſee the 
n Appendix to Gordon's Geographical Gram- 


fl, | mar) and when from theſe the Prophane and 
y the Hypocrites are pick'd out, this ſmall 
n | Part will be reduc'd to a much fmaller Com- 
rs | paſs. To conclude, you have my hearty 


of Prayers, that he Lord would be with you 
a: all; may it pleaſe Almighty God to ſhower 
* down his choiceſt Bleſſings, both upon your 
e: Perſons and Houſes; his Protection is the 
n. beſt Safeguard you can poſſibly injoy. But 
e eſpecially may the Lord be with you, and 
p, make your Souls like a well-watered Gar- 
d den, accompany'd with his efficacious Blef- 
W. ſing on all the Miniſtrations you ſit under for 
oO your Spiritual Nouriſhment, and Growth in 
Is Grace: Theſe, and ſuch: like; (Sirs) are the 
e || fincere Wiſhes of every faithful Miniſter of 


. 


Chriſt. In Return for which, I doubt not 
you are ready to anſwer, The Lo bleſs 
thee; make all thy Labours uſeful for Win- 
ning Souls to Chriſt, and afford thee ſuch a 
Share in the Bleſſings of this Life, as may {wee- | 
ten thy Paſlage to a better. O how good 
and pleaſant is it for Brethren thus todwell i 
in Unity! to have our Hearts and Tongues 
frequently united in fervent Supplications to, | 
and lively Praiſes of the Infinitely Bleſſed | 
GOD, till we reach the Heavenly World, 
where this will be our conſtant, our eternal, 
gladſome Imployment. Amen. Bn 
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